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1st November  

Call to worship 

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 
you have chosen me to be– 

you have drawn me to your wonder, 
you have set your sign on me. 

Opening Prayer 
Gracious God, 
as, together, we come to you today, 
we acknowledge our mixed emotions and our differing gifts and needs. 
May a desire to serve unite us. 
May the truth of the gospel encourage us. 
And may the example of your Son inspire us. 
We thank you, Lord Jesus, that you are our teacher and our friend. 
Encourage us when we are low, 
and challenge us when we are complacent; 
lift us up when we fall, and check our stride when we lack humility; 
that together we might live with honesty, 
serve with humility, and pray with confidence. 
In your name. Amen.  
 

Bible reading 

1 Thessalonians 2: 9 – 13  

Reflection  (Rev Janet) 

A little boy went on a school outing to a great cathedral. After a while 
the teacher noticed that he had gone missing, and went to look for him. 
She found him standing alone, gazing at a beautiful stained-glass 
window. “Do you like the window?” asked the teacher. “Yes, Miss” 
replied the boy. “But I don’t know who the people are in the pictures.” 
“They are the saints” answered the teacher. “Do you know what saints 
are?”  
“Well” said the little boy “I think they must be the people who have the 
light shining through them.”  
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Today is All Saints’ Day, a day when we take a moment to remember those people who are no 
longer with us, who have gone before us and who have been our own personal saints. We 
remember and thank God for all those people who have had the light, or the Light, shining 
through them. We remember those who have given us encouragement, comfort, love and care, 
just as Paul says he did for the people of Thessalonica.  
 
Paul might come across as being a bit big-headed in this passage. He reminds his readers of 
how hard he worked, how holy and godly he was, how he made sure he was not a burden. Paul 
can come across like that. He sometimes reminds me of the old comic song “O Lord, it’s hard to 
be humble – when you’re perfect in every way!”  
But of course Paul is not really claiming that he is perfect in every way. He does not boast about 
himself or sing his own praises. He gives the glory to God, because the people of Thessalonica, 
and in other cities,  became followers of Jesus as a result of his time with them. The difference 
was made not by Paul, but by God working through him. The difference in our lives was made 
not by our personal saints, but by God working through them. And what about us? Do people 
see God working through us when we show them love, care, comfort and encouragement? 
Would a little child ever describe you as “A person who has the light shining through you?  
 
If you take a look in the mirror you won’t see yourself with a halo or glowing in the myriad 
colours of a stained glass window. But if you are true to your calling and open to the Spirit, then 
the light of Christ will shine through you and all that you do. We as Christians, we the church, 
will look like people who, maybe even without realizing it, are colouring the world with love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. And God will work through 
us, using us in ways that we can only begin to imagine, even if we never know it.  
 
“Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me” Amen.  
 
 
 

Prayers 
May the mind of Christ my Saviour, live in me from day to day. 
By His love and power controlling all I do or say.  
 
Father, we thank you today for those people who have been our own personal saints, who 
showed us your love and grace in everything they said and did.  
We bless you for their life and love, and rejoice that they are at peace, that for them “all is well, 
and all manner of things will be well.” 
 
God of Jesus and our God,  
As we give thanks for all those saints who have gone on ahead of us, 
teach us to follow their example to the best of our ability: 
      to feed the poor in body or spirit, 
      to support and comfort those who mourn,  
      to encourage the meek and stand with them in troubles, 
      to cherish and learn from the merciful,     
      to stand with the peacemakers. 
 
May we clearly recognize what it means 
to be called the children of God, 
and to know we are called to be your saints 
not in our own strength, but in the strength and power of the Holy Spirit.  
In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Blessing 

May God flood our lives with a deep love for one another, and for all 
people. 

May he keep our hearts strong, blameless and holy, 

as we together wait for the day when our Lord Jesus will appear again. 

We go into a new week in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Amen.  

 

8th November 

Call to worship 

Let us draw near to God. 
God draws near to us. 
Let us listen to God. 
God listens to us. 
Let us open our hearts. 
God gathers all in the place of the heart. 
Let us be nurtured by words of eternal life. 
God, yours are the words of life and life abundant. Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Gracious God, when we glory in power and not in humility: 

forgive us and grant us your peace. 
When we glory in satisfaction and not service: 

When our hearts are at war with your will for our lives: 

When we are reluctant to plant the seeds of our plenty in the soil of the 
needs of others: 

forgive us and grant us your peace. 
In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
O God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
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our shelter from the stormy blast,  
and our eternal home. 
 
If you wish keep 2 minutes silence at 11 am as we remember  

Bible reading 
 John Chapter 15 Verses 9-17 

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 

Reflection (Jane Wild) 

How do you remember things? Do you have birthdays in your diary, 
anniversaries at hand, special times logged for reference? Or are you 
like one couple I know who confessed that they could never remember 
their wedding anniversary. They then went on to tell me that fortunately 
some work colleagues had presented  a clock as a wedding present 
which had the date on so they could always go and check. One of the 
things I have noticed  at the moment our points of reference for 
consolidating memory have been reduced. Times when we can tell the 
story, say do you remember when to grandparents, rejoice in the funny 
events we have shared. We have less opportunity to rehearse those 
stories and make them special. 

 Another story I remember being told was of an individual who could 
not remember their own birthday but could quote the dates scores and 
team players in many a test match. How we remember is a funny thing 
this second story indicates a human trait, that we remember what is 
important to us.  As a society we have made the decision that it is 
important to remember those who have died for their country in war 
and seek peace. As we approach Remembrance Day this year it will be 
that little bit harder to remember . We cannot engage in the public and 
corporate events that help us. It is hard enough if we have personal 
memories but for many of our population the stories, we share on 
remembrance day are received memories.  

It will mean new ways of doing thing socially distanced parades and 
wreath laying. Finding different ways to remember the lives of those 
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who have given everything in conflict. Perhaps this is also true of how 
we share the stories of faith and begin to understand them. When we 
are  isolated sharing the truth of God who becomes human and lays 
down that life that we might know love is much more of a challenge. As 
is following Christs example. How do you hear God calling you to do 
that? 

Prayers 
God of justice and peace, 
we pray for those who have been injured 
or disabled through war. 
For those who have lost homes 
and security through conflict; 
for those who have lost loved relatives in wars; 
for those who face danger and take risks for peace; 
for all those, especially children, caught up in current conflicts; 
for refugees and all those in need of aid and other help. 
God of encouragement 
and Savior of the despairing, 
comfort those who remember past sacrifices 
and guide us in building 
a just and peaceful community for all. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

May we accept the hope you have placed  
in the hearts of all people,  
And live lives of justice, courage and mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our risen Redeemer.  
Amen 
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15th November 

Call to worship 

God of all time, 
you made time and you entered time to be with us. 
We move from ordinary time to extraordinary time, 
and in all this, we wait for you. 
Keep our hearts aflame with the things that please you: 
mercy, humility, justice. 
And as we turn to worship you, 
we worship you in time, in spirit and in truth. Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 

We gather here, at the end of one week 
and the beginning of another. 
O Lord of decades and days, 
centuries and seconds, 
we stop now, for this moment, 
and turn together to you – 
who holds all time in your hand. 
Make us ready to receive you, 
as we gather here today. Amen.  

A prayer of confession  

You call us to a life of mercy, justice and humility – 
but we do not always live like this. 
You call us to a life of welcome – 
but we do not always welcome. 
You call us to a life of solidarity – 
but we do not always offer a helping hand. 
Have mercy on us, O God, for the times we have failed, 
and for the times we have failed to care. 
For your name’s sake, and your mercy’s sake. Amen.  

Bible reading 

Matthew 25: 14-30  

Reflection  (Karen Le Mouton) 
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I don’t know about you, but I find it challenging to take risks, especially if it’s to do 
with money! In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus’ parable addresses attitudes to money 
and how it should be invested. What is fascinating is that the parable appears to be 
commending those who take risks, while condemning those who play it safe. This is 
something I struggled with!  

In many ways, it seems to go against the countercultural nature of Jesus’ usual 
message and is especially jarring in our equality-focused society. 

Equally, there is a potential source of confusion in the story: a talent is simply a 
weight of gold or silver; it is money – not talent in the modern sense of a gift or skill. A 
silver talent was valued at 6,000 denarii and would be the equivalent of 16.5 years of 
wages for a manual worker! Looking at the amounts given may help us understand 
the great responsibility the man gave his slaves. 

The parable features ‘slaves’ and a ruthless, whimsical ‘master’ who distributes 
monies based on ‘abilities’. The talents represent the master’s investment in each 
slave, an investment that is adjusted to suit the abilities of each individual, although 
these abilities are not defined. But it does show the master knows his slaves and 
gives them responsibilities accordingly. 

The slave who is given the least amount of money (talents), rightly describes his 
master as ‘a harsh man, reaping where [he] did not sow, and gathering where [he] 
did not scatter seed’. Yet, he is punished for his apparent caution (and honest 
assessment of his master). 

The first two slaves respond by investing what they are given, thereby building and 
growing the master’s investment in them (vv.16-17). The third does not – he does 
nothing. Or rather he buries what he is given (v.18).  

From a modern-day standpoint, the slave’s reluctance is logical: he would have little 
to gain financially, but everything to lose. Also, the master’s suggestion that the slave 
should have put the money in the bank would have achieved few dividends today, 
given the insignificant interest rates for British savers. 

However, if you carefully consider this story, we can see that the third slave was not 
being prudent or risk averse, but lazy and careless – he was hiding someone else’s 
money in place where it was not safe. Additionally, under his stewardship, there was 
no opportunity for the money to ‘work’.  

On the other hand, the other two slaves displayed professionalism, respect, hard 
work and ingenuity. Irrespective of their master’s disposition they were prepared to 
give of their best to their employer. 

In some ways this parable reminds me of John Wesley’s stance to money: John 
Wesley was actually noted for his simple but profound financial principles. He is well 
known for the following famous quote “Having, first, gained all you can, and, secondly 
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saved all you can, then give all you can”. Make all you can, save all you can, give all 
you can! May we take this to heart, and take risks for God, especially in these difficult 
times for many people not just here in the UK, but also worldwide. 

Prayers 

Heavenly Father, 
help us to recognise that the money we have is a gift from you, 
which we should use to further your kingdom, 
serve others and meet our own needs. 
Give us wisdom in all things financial, 
being mindful of all that we have, and all that we can do, to make your world a fairer, 
and a better place to live for all those who are made in your image. 
This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

We pray to God, who is always ready – 
for those overtaken with demands. 
Give rest, O Lord.  
For those overburdened with anxieties. 
Give rest, O Lord.  
For those overcome with debt. 
Give relief, O Lord.  
For those oppressed by powers that despise them. 
Give salvation, O Lord.  
For those in situations they cannot see a way out of. 
Give freedom, O Lord.  
For those in need of hope. 
Give hope, O Lord. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer  

Blessing 

O God, you have made us your people, 
we who once were not a people. 
You have spread your arms wide and welcomed all. 
Your invitation is always open, always ready to extend and expand. 
Send us out, now, in the joy of your inclusion 
and with the mission of your hospitality for all. 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
you dwell in community and call us to community. 
Source, Light and Love, you welcome all. Amen.  
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22nd November 

Call to worship 

Take a moment to be still, to sit in the safe space of your home. God is 
with you, he is with you in the sounds around you. He is as constant as 
the ticking clock or the light that shines from your lamp. As you worship 
today you are joined by others who read along with you, although apart 
you are joined in the love of God.  

Opening Prayer 

Sit quietly and listen to the sounds of the world around you, both 
outside and in the place where you are. Breathe slowly and rest in 
God's presence......  

From our rising in the morning 
to our lying down again, 
you are with us 
every hour of the day, 
our reassurance 
when storms assail 
and strength 
when courage fails. 
From our rising in the morning 
to our lying down again, 
your light illumines 
every step of the way, 
our comfort 
when darkness falls 
and peace 
that calms our souls. 
From our rising in the morning 
to our lying down again, 
you are with us. 

Amen 

 

Lords Prayer 
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Bible readings 
Psalm 100 

Matthew 25 verses 31-46 

Reflection by Denise Johnson 
 
Jesus gathered people together and told stories. This was a key way in 
which he delivered his message. I would imagine that his style was 
infectious and that you couldn’t help but listen to him as he spoke. 
Imagine the scene as Jesus told this story about sheep and goats; 
people hanging on his every word ready to respond. This is a parable in 
which Jesus, once again, uses every day sights to capture his audience 
and draw them in. Sheep and goats were instantly connectable with for 
the listener. Sheep are cuddly and fluffy whilst goats are tougher and 
leaner. Sheep are thought to be emblems of mildness and simplicity. 
Goats are naturally quarrelsome and also quite smelly! They are as 
different as chalk and cheese.  
The story draws a contrast between those who support the weak and 
vulnerable and those who don’t. Those who feed the hungry clothe the 
naked and visit those in prison and those who don’t. It goes on to speak 
of judgment and punishment making many think and feel that this is a 
story about a God who divides and separates the good from the bad, 
right from wrong. In reality I think it is a story about choice. It is about 
the kind of person that we decide to be. Every day we make choices 
about how we live our life and how we interact with others. Since the 
untimely death by suicide of Caroline Flack in February this year the 
media have urged us to be kind. To offer kindness to another person is 
especially wonderful. It can make such a difference in a person’s life. 
Kindness can even bring a change within yourself as you give so you 
receive. The gospel is centered around this kind of quality, as you build 
others up so you too are built up; as you care for others you grow and 
develop within. Loving and caring creates energy around us that 
infectious.  
I hope that kindness is evident in your week. I hope that you receive it 
and that you find the opportunities to give it. 
 
“Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet 
but yours; yours are the eyes through which to look at Christ’s 
compassion to the world, yours are the feet with which he is to go about 
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doing good, and yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now.” 
St Teresa of Avila 1515-1582 
 

Prayer 

Lord God, we bring before you our prayers for the world, our nation and 
our communities. For our leaders and for those people and places where 
hope is diminished and peace can feel elusive. 

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer  

We pray for the young and old. For all who feel lonely and isolated. We 
pray for those who are going through great changes. Those starting 
work, moving home, or moving country, may they find a sense of 
belonging. We pray for all who feel lost or disillusioned.  

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  

We pray for those who are suffering physically and mentally during this 
pandemic. For those who are widowed, for families who have lost a 
loved one. For those who struggle to get the support they need. We pray 
for those in need known to us…  

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 Lord God, hear our prayers, those spoken and those in our hearts. May 
you show us how to be an answer to our prayers, may you use us as 
catalysts of your love, blessing and kindness to others.  

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

Blessing 

May the love of God be the passion in your heart. 
The joy of God your strength when times are hard. 
The presence of God a peace that overflows. 
The Word of God the seed that you might sow
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29th November 2020 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Call to worship 

Holy Lord, Hear us whilst we gather together in your name to celebrate 
in prayer during the start of the season of Advent. Let us be strengthened 
in your love and may we be the light to others who are feeling lost and 
afraid. May your love shine upon us and help us to prepare well in our 
faith and action in serving others. Amen.  

Opening Prayers 

Lord God, 
As we meet in your name today, we reflect on our journey in life this year 
and the challenges that we have faced. We bring to you and put before your 
feet the times when we have struggled and the times when we have been 
afraid or felt shrouded in darkness. We pray for the gift of discernment and 
wisdom as we make our Advent preparation and journey together in our 
church community. May your love be upon us O Lord as we see your saving 
help and strive to be builders of peace in our communities. Amen  

 

God of wisdom and love. Your light guides us and is our rock and 
stronghold. You lead us into the light and away from the darkness and 
encourage us to keep going when we might feel low in spirit or we do not 
want to take the next steps. You know our every thought, worry and concern 
that we carry with us. Let us be brave enough to put those worries down at 
your feet knowing that you said my yolk is easy and my burden is lite. Keep 
us faithful to your word and we pray for healing and trust to be restored 
where there is pain and mistrust. We pray today for communities around the 
world who are in real need. We pray for our family and wider church 
community that we can bring light to others. Amen  
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Lord God, we thank you for being our guide as we travel together on the 
start of our Advent journey today and over the next few weeks. We thank 
you for the many great things that you give to us each day and that we are 
also able to offer up our hopes and struggles, our joys and sorrows to you 
during our time of Advent. May we walk with you every day of our lives even 
when we do stumble along the way. May your kingdom come in all our 
homes, workplaces and bless us in peace. May we give you thanks and 
praise for each of our blessings in life. Amen.   

God of light and life give us hope as we wait for your coming again. When 
we are tempted let us remember to be grateful to have found you while 
others are lost. Send us out into the darkness with courage in search of 
those who need you most. Amen  

 

Bible reading: Mark 13 :24-27  

 

Reflection  (Simon Skidmore) 

 
In today’s Bible reading there is a mention of the following: Sun, Moon, Stars, 
Heaven and Earth. A few months ago you may have heard and seen on the news 
about the Comet that was passing Earth called Comet Neowise. Many people went 
out to try and see it late at night and also to photograph it including me. Luckily, I 
managed to see it and also get some photographs of it. It certainly wasn’t easy to 
photograph and on one particular night I walked up Billinge Hill in total darkness to 
set my camera equipment up to try and take a photograph of Comet Neowise, with 
lenses, tripod and all. It was a very brief visitor to our night-time skies and it will be 
several thousand years before it reappears again near the earth.  
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I often wonder what it was like for the three Magi to also witness the appearance of 
the star that led them to the birthplace of Jesus. When I was at university I also recall 
that there were several scientific studies going on at the time to try and locate or 
document what star or other astronomical event or activity that the Magi  witnessed 
that led them on their journey to Bethlehem. As much as lots of different ideas about 
the possible various astronomical events have put forward, ultimately there is no real 
answer as there are so many different possibilities. The Magi were nonetheless 
certain that somethings significant had happened so much so, it promoted them to 
make that special journey. A journey made in the darkness to the light.  
 
In our season of Advent, we are called as a people from Darkness to Light. It is a 
constant theme which is celebrated on every first Sunday in Advent in many of the 
evening services in Cathedrals across England. This year in particular, I think each 
and every one of us is again very much looking forward to spending time in the light 
rather than the darkness. We often look forward to spring when the clocks got 
forward again and the lighter evenings start to resume so we can spend more time 
outdoors.  
 
A powerful quotation which I recently came across said, “If you can’t see the 
sunshine, then I will come and sit in the darkness with you!”  No doubt this year there 
will have been plenty moments and times when people haven’t been able to see or 
appreciate the sunshine and have been sat in the darkness and have needed a 
person to sit with them. Can you be that person this Advent? What stars or the signs 
that I need to follow to be there for others, what steps do I need to take?  
 
The bible reading today in Mark’s Gospel is a powerful reminder of the heralding of 
the coming of Jesus. “Then they will see the Son of Man coming with great power 
and glory.” This year can we reflect and discern as to what we need to do to prepare 
for his coming once again. A few different people have said to me that we will 
probably experience a different Christmas from the normal given the exceptional 
circumstances of this year. I wasn’t really sure how to take that, because I don’t think 
any Christmas should be seen as routine or normal as it should be seen as 
extraordinary and amazing, as we wait in preparation this Advent for the coming of 
our saviour. May God Bless us all in our Advent journey as we travel together in love 
and in community to share his love for us. Amen  
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Prayers:                                                                   

Lord Jesus, we reach out to you in prayer. We pray for our famili es and 
communities and those people who feel stuck in the darkness and wi thout 
peace in their lives. We pray for the things which rest in our hearts and in our 
minds and the things that concern us. We offer these to you Lord as w e 
remember the many great things you give to us.  

Lord God hear our prayer.  

Lord Jesus, we pray for people at this time of Advent who have l ost someone 
during this year. We think about those who are struggling with their l oss. May 
you bring joy back into their lives and bless them.  

Lord God hear our prayer.  

Lord of Mercy, we pray for those who give up lots of their persona l time in the 
service of others and those who have caring 
responsibilities. May you bless their work 
and strengthen them in the challenges they 
may face.  

Lord God hear our prayer.   

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the 
darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our 
preparations for Christmas. We who have so 
much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your 
voice each day, We who are anxious over many 
things look forward to your coming among us. 
Amen   
 
 

Hymn STF 165 Angels Voices 

Blessing 

Bless us and guide us Lord during this period of Advent as we prepare for 

your coming in love, in hope and expectation. We pray that we will come to 

know you deeper and have our faith renewed and restored through your 

word and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

  


